Our Ref: AJC/MS
31 August 2021
Dear Parents/Carers
Beginning of Term – Arrangements and Information
I hope that you have had an enjoyable summer. We are looking forward to welcoming
the children back for, hopefully, a more normal year!
There has been some further guidance issued by the
government over the last few weeks. Please forgive the lengthy
letter but I feel that it is important to share as much information
with you as possible. I have also attached a number of general
documents, if you would like any further guidance.
Summary of general changes/similarities for September 2021:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The ‘bubble system’ is no longer required;
Staggered starts and break/lunchtimes are no longer required;
Whole school events and larger group gatherings can resume, such as assemblies;
Face coverings are no longer advised for staff and visitors either in classrooms or
communal areas, though there are some circumstances where they are still
recommended;
Good hygiene and cleaning practices must remain in place for all children, staff and
visitors;
Occupied spaces must continue to be well ventilated;
Clear procedures must be in place and adhered to, in-line with updated government
guidance, for children/adults with Covid-19 or displaying symptoms of Covid-19.

Summary of main changes, relating to tracing close contacts for September 2021:
•
•
•
•
•

Education settings will no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing;
NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case and/or their parents to identify
close contacts;
Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace, where the
positive case and/or their parent specifically identifies the individual as being a close
contact;
As a school, we may be contacted to help with identifying close contacts;
Education and childcare settings may be contacted, if deemed necessary, by local
health protection teams in response to a local outbreak, as currently happens in
managing other infectious diseases;
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•

If we are concerned that we might have an outbreak, e.g. a number of positive cases
in a 14-day period, but have not been contacted by Test and Trace, we will seek
advice from the relevant agency.

Summary of main changes, relating to self-isolation for September 2021:
•
•
•
•

From 16 August 2021, fully vaccinated adults and those under-18 and 6 months
identified by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact are strongly advised to take a
PCR test;
There is no requirement to self-isolate whilst awaiting that PCR test result and so
individuals can continue to attend their education or childcare setting;
If an individual is symptomatic they should stay at home;
Children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months who usually attend an
education or childcare setting and who have been identified as a close contact
should continue to attend the setting as normal. They do not need to wear a face
covering within the setting, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn
when travelling on public or dedicated transport.

Summary of main changes, relating to individuals developing Covid-19 symptoms
or having a positive test:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pupils and adults should not come into school if they have symptoms; have had a
positive test result or other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of
them passing on Covid-19 e.g. they are required to quarantine;
Pupils and staff members who record a positive Lateral Flow test or PCR test should
let their setting know;
If anyone develops Covid-19 symptoms whilst they are at school, however mild, they
should be sent home and they should follow public health advice;
If a pupil is awaiting collection, they should be moved to a separate room until they
are collected; and rooms they have used should be cleaned after they have left;
Staff and pupils with a positive lateral flow test should self-isolate in-line with the stay
at home guidance;
They also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have Covid-19;
Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate;
If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative,
it overrides the self-test lateral flow test and the pupil can return to school, as long as
the individual doesn’t have Covid-19 symptoms.

Please see the attached documents, including the NHS Frequently Asked Questions, if
you would like further guidance.
General information for the new term
When does Pilgrim Academy open for the new term?
Pilgrim Academy opens for all children in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 on Thursday 2
September 2021. The school day begins at 8:50am and ends at 3:30pm. Parents of
children in Nursery and Reception will have been contacted separately about start
dates, which vary slightly.
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Where do the children go when they arrive?
This will be similar to the system we have used over the last 18 months, which has been
very successful. We will continue to use the four main gates at the front of the school.
These will be opened at 8:45am. Staff will greet the children at the gates and then line
them up in their new classes.
Children should arrive and be in their lines and ready to go into school between 8:45am
and 8:50am. Please do not arrive before this time, as the gates will not be open.
At the end of the day, teachers will bring the children to the same gate and release them
to parents/carers at 3:30pm.
Which gate should each child arrive at and be collected from?
Please see the following guide – if you are new and are not sure, please
do not worry. Just ask any of the staff when you arrive, and they will
direct you to the correct place.
As with the current system, we ask that parents/carers do not come on site, unless they
need to speak to a member of the office team; have a pre-arranged meeting or need to
speak to a member of staff about an urgent matter.
Class

Year

Staff

Gate

Sun,
Earth,
Moon

Nursery

Mrs Stamford, Mrs Evison

Ceres

Reception

Miss Somerscales, Mrs
King, Mrs Holmes

Lyra

Year 1

Miss Kapka, Mrs Copley,
Mrs Holmes

Indus

Year 2

Mrs Dolby, Mrs Backrath,
Mrs Farrell

Cygnus

Year 2

Mrs Portlock, Mrs Senior

Scorpius

Year 3

Miss Stanhope

KS1 Playground gate (as you
look at the school, it is
furthest on the left).
KS1 Playground gate (as you
look at the school, it is
furthest on the left).
KS1 Playground gate (as you
look at the school, it is
furthest on the left).
Corner Car Park gate (as you
look at the school, it is
furthest on the right).
Corner Car Park gate (as you
look at the school, it is
furthest on the right).
Main central car park double
gate.

Phoenix

Year 3 & 4

Mrs S Brown, Mrs Wright,
Mrs C Brown

Main central car park double
gate.

Taurus

Year 3 & 4

Miss Turner, Miss Badics

Orion

Year 5

Miss Gray, Mrs Blease
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Columba

Year 5 & 6

Mr Gibbon, Mrs Burniston

Tucana

Year 6

Mrs Ireson, Mrs
Backhouse, Miss Barrass

Smaller central gate (as you
look at the school, to the right
of the main gate).
Smaller central gate (as you
look at the school, to the right
of the main gate).

Have there been any changes to the staff at Pilgrim Academy?
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Mrs Ritchie, who will be joining us as a
teaching assistant across Year 3 and 4 classes.
I would also like to congratulate Miss Plumtree, as she got married over the summer
holidays. Please note, Miss Plumtree will now be known as Mrs Morley.
Will break and lunchtimes be staggered?
We will generally be returning to our pre-Covid-19 break and lunchtime systems. As the
bubble system is no longer in place, there will be some mixing of classes on the
playground. However, there will never be more than three classes on the playground at
the same time.
There will be some staggering of break and lunchtimes for Key Stage 2 children. This is
purely to ease congestion on the playground and to make provision at lunchtime in the
dinner hall a lot smoother.
Will children be mixing in their lessons?
One of the positive outcomes of the bubble system is that we have found that keeping
the same children with one class for the day has many benefits. This will continue in
most cases, though there will be some mixing of classes for some subjects in some
year groups.
When will parents/carers be allowed to come into the school again?
We ask that parents/carers continue to speak to staff at the gate, as this works very
well. However, where you would prefer a more private conversation or a longer
meeting, please speak to the class teacher who will facilitate this.
If you need to speak to a member of the office staff, we would ask that this is done via
telephone or the new App, where possible. However, if there is a need for you to speak
to a member of the office team in person, please go the main reception area at the front
of the school.
During the first half-term, we will make plans for parents/carers to start coming in for
assemblies and sharing afternoons. We will contact you with further details about this.
We look forward to welcoming you back in to share in your child’s learning.

\\Jupiter-01\Documents$\ClarkA\Documents\21 22 Pilgrim\Letters\Beginning of Term._300821.docx

Page 4 of 6

How do parents/carers arrange for their children to have a hot meal?
If you check our website, there is a tab for Aspens, who provide our catering.
Alternatively, contact a member of the office team who will then ask a member of the
Aspens team to call you to discuss.
Will we be running after school clubs and organising educational visits?
Many clubs still ran throughout last year. This will continue and be expanded upon to
provide further enrichment opportunities.
Equally, we will be re-introducing educational visits at appropriate times throughout the
year, which will be run in-line with relevant government guidance.
As a new parent, how do I check that I have the correct uniform?
Please see our website, which gives a detailed breakdown of all uniform requirements,
including PE kit.
Can I take this opportunity to remind all parents that it is
essential that all children wear the correct uniform at all times.
This includes appropriate school shoes and appropriate
haircuts. Again, please see the website if you need any
clarification on this matter.
A very small minority of parents needed a number of reminders about this at different
points last year. Our uniform policy is non-negotiable and must be adhered to if the
children wish to attend Pilgrim Academy.
Who do I contact if I have any concerns of a safeguarding nature?
The Designated Safeguarding Lead for Pilgrim Academy is Mrs Morley (formerly Miss
Plumtree) and the Deputy Designated Staffing Lead is Mrs France. If you have any
questions or queries at all, please do not hesitate to contact them at the Academy on
01469 572368.
Who do I contact if I have any questions regarding SEND?
If you have any questions, regarding any aspects of provision for children with additional
needs, please contact our SEND co-ordinator, Mrs France at the Academy on 01469
572368.
Who do I contact if I have any questions, relating to Early Years and/or questions
regarding applications for Nursery and Reception?
Our Early Years Lead is Miss Somerscales, who will be delighted to discuss any
aspects of Early Years with you. If it is a general enquiry, regarding Admissions, you
can also contact Ms Swann, our Senior Administrator in the main office.
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How will we update parents/carers on the progress of the children academically
this year?
Existing children all received a very detailed report at the end of last
year. Please speak to your child’s teacher if you have any questions,
regarding their education. They will be very happy to take the time to
discuss any aspect with you, either informally at the end of the day or
in a more formal private meeting, where required.
We also plan on holding a parents’ evening towards the end of the first half-term in
October 2021, where you can discuss how your child has settled in and the progress
they have made to that point.
We hope that this year will be more ‘normal’ and that we can start functioning as a
proper community school again.
I hope that you have found the information in this letter to be useful. Please do not
hesitate to contact me or any member of staff at the Academy, regarding any matter on
enquiries@pilgrimacademy.co.uk.
Yours faithfully

Mr A J Clark
Principal
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